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and only good and right system of marriage
for our country and our civilization. But it
may well have been that in other stages of
society under different types of civilization
there may have been circumstances under
which polygamy would be better for a society
than monogamy. It is the belief of our ablest
writers on the science of society that in the
earlier stages of civilization, when warfare was
prevalent and the most vigorous and ablest
males were rapidly killed off, the monogamous
society would, of necessity, yield ultimately to
the polygamous. Of course that question is
one with which we cannot deal now as we
would if our state were in an era of continual
warfare. So most other questions that would
be raised by different civilizations are relative
matters, dependent on local conditions. Each
question has to be considered in the light of
its own civilization and of its own conditions.
Certain qualities in human nature, certain
types of personal activity in society, would
probably be looked upon favorably in practi-
cally all civilizations and under all circum-
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